
Unlocking Solutions - How to Remove Thule 

Roof Rack Without a Key 

 

Whether you've lost your Thule roof rack key or simply find yourself without it at a crucial 

moment, fret not. We understand the frustration of being locked out of your own gear, and in this 

guide, we'll walk you through the process of how to remove thule roof rack without key. Say 

goodbye to the stress, and let's get those racks off with ease. 

Understanding Your Thule Roof Rack: A Brief Overview 

 

Thule roof racks are renowned for their durability and security features, but that can pose a 

challenge when the key is nowhere to be found. Before we delve into the removal process, let's 

understand the basic components of a Thule roof rack. Typically, Thule roof racks consist of 

locks, cores, and a mounting system designed to secure your gear during transportation. 

 

 

 

https://www.auttomotive.com/blog/how-to-unlock-the-thule-roof-rack-without-a-key/


DIY Solutions for Thule Roof Rack Removal: 

1. Use a Screwdriver: 

One of the simplest methods involves using a flat-head screwdriver. Insert the screwdriver into 

the keyhole and turn it counterclockwise, applying gentle pressure. This technique might take 

some time, but with patience, the lock should gradually release. 

2. Pliers or Adjustable Wrench: 

Grab a pair of pliers or an adjustable wrench. Insert the tool into the keyhole and carefully turn it 

counterclockwise. This method is effective if you can create enough torque to mimic the key's 

function. 

3. Hammer and Chisel Method: 

If you're feeling a bit more adventurous, try the hammer and chisel approach. Position the chisel 

in the keyhole and tap it gently with a hammer. The goal is to create a groove that allows you to 

turn the lock without a key. 

4. Penetrating Oil: 

For locks that might be jammed or rusted, applying a penetrating oil can help loosen things up. 

Spray the oil into the keyhole and let it sit for a few minutes before attempting to turn the lock 

with your improvised tools. 

5. Contact Thule Support: 

If all else fails, it might be time to reach out to Thule customer support. Provide them with the 

necessary information, such as your roof rack model and proof of ownership, and they may be 

able to assist you in obtaining a replacement key or providing guidance on removing the rack. 

Preventive Measures for Future Keyless Situations: 

1. Key Duplication: 

Consider getting a duplicate key made when you purchase your Thule roof rack. Store it in a 

safe and accessible place, separate from the original key. 

2. Regular Maintenance: 

Keep your Thule roof rack well-maintained. Lubricate the locks and moving parts periodically to 

prevent rust and ensure smooth operation. 



3. Record Key Information: 

Take note of your Thule roof rack key's code, usually found on the key or lock core. This 

information can be useful when ordering a replacement key from Thule. 

 

In conclusion, facing a locked Thule roof rack without a key may seem like a daunting 

challenge, but with these DIY methods and preventive measures, you can confidently remove 

your roof rack and avoid future key-related mishaps. Remember, patience and a steady hand 

are key – pun intended! 
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