
Mastering the Cleanup: How to Get Acrylic Paint 

Out of Carpet 

 

Acrylic paint spills on the carpet can be a cause for concern, but fear not – with the right 

techniques and a bit of patience, you can successfully remove acrylic paint stains and restore 

your carpet to its former glory. In this guide, we'll walk you through effective methods on how to 

get acrylic paint out of carpet, ensuring a clean and vibrant floor. 

 

 
 

1. Act Quickly: 

The key to successful acrylic paint stain removal is acting swiftly. As soon as you notice the 

spill, grab a clean cloth or paper towel and blot the area gently to absorb as much paint as 

possible. Avoid rubbing, as this can spread the paint and make the stain more challenging to 

remove. 

 

2. Identify the Paint Type: 

Before you begin the cleaning process, determine whether the acrylic paint is water-based or 

oil-based. Water-based acrylics are easier to remove, while oil-based paints may require 

additional steps. Check the paint tube or container for information on the type of paint you're 

dealing with. 

 

3. Water-Based Acrylic Paint: 

For water-based acrylic paint, follow these steps: 
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Blot the stain with a clean cloth to remove excess paint. 

Mix a solution of warm water and a small amount of mild dish soap. 

Dampen a clean cloth with the soapy water and gently blot the stain, working from the outside 

towards the center. 

Continue blotting until the stain lifts. Avoid scrubbing, as it can damage the carpet fibers. 

Rinse the area with clean water and blot dry with a dry cloth. 

 

4. Oil-Based Acrylic Paint: 

If dealing with oil-based acrylic paint, the process is a bit more involved: 

 

Blot as much paint as possible with a clean cloth. 

Create a mixture of equal parts turpentine and water. 

Dampen a clean cloth with the turpentine solution and blot the stain. 

Continue blotting until the paint begins to lift. 

Rinse the area with clean water and blot dry. 

 

5. Use Commercial Stain Removers: 

If the stain persists, consider using a commercial carpet stain remover specifically designed for 

acrylic paint. Follow the product's instructions carefully, and always test it on a small, 

inconspicuous area of the carpet first to ensure it won't cause any damage. 

 

6. Steam Cleaning: 

For stubborn stains or larger paint spills, steam cleaning can be an effective solution. Steam 

cleaners use hot water and suction to lift dirt and stains from carpets. Follow the manufacturer's 

instructions for your specific steam cleaner, and make sure the carpet is thoroughly dried 

afterward. 

 

7. Professional Carpet Cleaning: 

If all else fails, or if the acrylic paint spill is extensive, it may be wise to seek professional carpet 

cleaning services. Professional cleaners have the expertise and specialized equipment to tackle 

tough stains and restore your carpet's appearance. 

 

Preventive Measures: 

To avoid future paint spills on your carpet, consider taking preventive measures when working 

with acrylic paint. Lay down drop cloths or old towels in your workspace, and keep a damp cloth 

nearby to wipe up spills immediately. 

 

In conclusion, knowing how to get acrylic paint out of carpet is a valuable skill for any art 

enthusiast or DIY enthusiast. By acting quickly, identifying the type of paint, and using the 

appropriate cleaning methods, you can effectively remove acrylic paint stains and preserve the 

beauty of your carpet. Remember, patience and a gentle touch are key when dealing with 

delicate carpet fibers. 
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